[Radiology of the foot in chronic alcoholism].
The authors have reviewed the radiographic patterns of the foot in 28 patients affected by neuropathic joint disease complicating alcoholism, out of a series of 82 chronic alcoholic patients. Sixteen of them were also affected by diabetes mellitus. On the basis of X-ray findings, lesions were divided into three groups, reflecting the evolution of the disease: 1) early changes, especially affecting the soft tissues and joints; 2) definite lesions, consisting of fractures, osteolysis, bone destruction and amputation, periarticular debris; 3) "healing" signs, simulating degenerative joint disease, which cause severe and weakening deformities. Tabes dorsalis and diabetic osteoarthropathy must be differentiated from alcohol-induced syndrome. Even though a correct differential diagnosis is often difficult to reach, it must be kept in mind that focal/diffuse osteopenia is the most characteristic manifestation of alcoholic osteopathy, whereas different radiographic findings simulate chronic degenerative arthropathies.